LEAWOOD SOUTH TOWNHOUSE ASSOCIATION
NEWSLETTER

APRIL 2025
NOTES FROM BERN WEINAND
With good weather returning many of you may have plans for outdoor projects this spring and summer.  We appreciate all our residents’ efforts to improve the appearance of our neighborhood.  If you are doing any landscaping or exterior work, please take a few minutes to review the sections in the newsletter titled “Architectural Committee” or “Landscape Committee” and “General Common Areas” before beginning your project.
Our association is in the process of closing its post office box.  The little amount of mail we receive there does not justify its cost.  About the only mail we receive at the box are verifications of insurance coverage from residents’ insurance companies.  We recently transitioned the monitoring of insurance coverage to our management company, Homes Associations of Kansas City.  Please notify your insurance carrier to send all future insurance coverage verifications to:


Homes Associations of Kansas City


4200 Somerset Drive, Suite 216


Prairie Village, KS  66208

Our next Board of Directors Meeting will be held at Cornerstone Presbyterian Church on May 8, 2025 at 6:30pm.  All are welcome to attend.
SECRETARY’S REPORT – Anne Cory

The minutes of the March 13, 2025 board meeting can be found at the end of this newsletter.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Bill Lundell

Our association is within its budget for this fiscal year.  We are in the final year of a five-year contract with our trash removal company.  That contract provided us with very favorable rates.  We expect a substantial increase in our trash removal expense after this year.  That increase might necessitate an increase in monthly dues.  We will keep you posted. 
REMINDER:  If you have not signed up for automatic monthly withdrawals, please do so.  It saves the association postage and makes bookkeeping easier.

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE – Dale Silvius
Nothing new to report.
If you plan to make any changes to the exterior of your residence, including roofing, garage doors, driveways, patios, decks, painting and fencing, you must submit your plans to the Chair of the Architectural Committee for approval by the Board. Contact Dale Silvius at dale.silvius@gmail.com
DRAINAGE & RETAINING WALL  - Bern Weinand
Our retaining wall project continues to be delayed as we wait for the city to finalize its plans for the storm sewer upgrade near the location of our wall.  The city’s budget report shows that the city has budgeted its project for completion this year.
LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE – Donna Calautti
If you plan to make any landscaping changes to your residence, you must submit your plans to the Chair of the Landscape Committee for approval by the Board.  Contact Donna Calautti at donnakflowers@gmail.com.
TREE COMMITTEE – Dale Silvius & Marcia Petersen
Nothing new to report.
INSURANCE

Insurance verification of property insurance is required to be submitted to HA-KC each year.  It must include evidence that Leawood South Townhouse Association is named as an Additional Insured.  Please have your insurance agent send this to:


HA-KC


4200 Somerset Dr., Suite 216

Prairie Village, KS  66208

SOCIAL COMMITTEE – Anne Cory & Judy Adair
We are in the process of locating a new venue for our annual meeting, following the closure of RC’s.  If you have any suggestions or want to participate in that process, please contact Judy Adair (jfiskadair@gmail.com).
TRASH LIAISON – Donna Calautti
Please remember to bring your trash and recycling bins in on the day of collection.  They are not to be left outside overnight after collection.
LAWNS & SNOW – Bill Lundell & Marcia Petersen
The spring leaf cleanup and first chemical application to the lawns have been completed.
REAL ESTATE – Karen Lee

12884 Cambridge - $405,000 Pending, Listed 12/13, Days on Market 52
WEBSITE – Mary Burgard & Karen Lee
Nothing new to report.
HA-KC LIAISON – Bill Lundell

Doug Luther is Executive Director of HA-KC. If you need to contact HA-KC, you may do so at dluther@ha-kc.org
COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS: 

If you have something you would like to sell (car, townhome, sofa, etc.) something you want to buy, a service you can provide (babysitting, lessons, painting, etc.), are having an estate sale, garage sale, lost pet, etc. you can post it in the newsletter.  Write your own “ad” and email it to burgard.mary@yahoo,com or US Mail it to 2006 Condolea Drive. It must be received before the 25th of the month.
GENERAL COMMON AREAS:  The general common areas of our neighborhood although available for the use and enjoyment of the Unit Owners, are exclusively owned by the association.  General common areas are all areas outside of a residence that are not the driveway, walkway, patio, deck, fenced area or planting area immediately adjacent to the residence.  Unit Owners are not permitted to make any changes to the general common areas without first receiving written permission from the Board to do so. That includes alterations of fencing/patio/deck footprint, construction and removing, planting, or trimming trees, bushes or other plantings.  Unit Owners who make alterations to the common areas will not be reimbursed for their expenses and they might be liable for damages incurred as a result of their actions. If you feel that alterations should be made to the general common areas, please contact the Landscape Committee.
BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE for 2024-2025:
May 8, 2025

July 10, 2025

September 11, 2025

October 22, 2025
Annual Dinner Meeting
November 13, 2025

Our Board meetings are held at Cornerstone Church, 13300 Kenneth Road, Leawood, KS  66209 and begin at 6:30pm unless otherwise indicated.  Please save this schedule of 2025 Board Meetings and please post these dates to your calendar or refrigerator.  The board encourages all members to attend these meetings.
LEAWOOD SOUTH TOWNHOUSE ASSOCIATION

MINUTES of the March 13, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting

The Leawood South Townhouse Association bi-monthly Board of Directors meeting was held at the Cornerstone Church in Leawood, Kansas.

Present: President Bern Weinand,  Vice-President Dale Silvius, Secretary Anne Cory, and Treasurer Bill Lundell,   Directors Marcia Petersen and Karen Lee.  Mary Burgard. Donna Calautti, and  Judy Adair were excused.   With a quorum established, the meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by President Bern Weinand.  He asked if there were any additions or deletions to the Agenda. Dale asked for an addition to the agenda to discuss lawn aeration. This will be discussed under “Lawns”. Bill asked for an addition to discuss bids for our HOA liability insurance policy, which expires in August. This will be discussed under “Insurance”.  There was a motion to approve the agenda (Dale), a second to the motion followed (Bill), and the Agenda was approved. Bern then called for a motion to ratify the prior approval of the Minutes of the January Board of Directors Meeting as written.  The motion was made (Bill), a second to the motion followed (Marcia), and the Minutes were approved.

Committee Reports:

Financial: Bill reported that the budget is in good shape. He is waiting for the bill for the snow removals, which he estimates will be $5760. This will still be under budget by about $2300.

Architectural:  A motion was made (Bill) to approve the installation of a Pergula on Marcia Petersen’s property. A second to the motion followed (Dale), followed by Board approval. The fencing aspects of the project will be reviewed for future approval. The homeowner at 12824 Overbrook Rd. lost a fence in the recent windstorm. He is considering removing the damaged fence rather than replacing it. A tree will be removed as part of the project at the homeowner’s expense. The tree contractor must be insured.

Landscaping:  Mickey Dobratz was in attendance, asking what the plan was to replace the ash tree removed next to his property.  Brynn will be contacted regarding this.  Karen Lee reported that there are PVC pipes that have been laying in the commons area behind her home.  This will be investigated further.
Drainage/Retaining Wall:  See “Old Business”
Lawns and Snow: The lawn company will be in the neighborhood the week of March 17 for spring lawn clean-ups and pre-emergent will be put down on all lawns except those who requested not to have the pre-emergent.  There was discussion about yards that had damage from the snowplows.  Marcia will be reaching out to determine which yards need to be repaired. Dale asked about the possibility of having the lawns aerated.  Bill reported that he received a bid from the lawn company, but it is not in the budget for this year. This will be discussed with next year’s budget.

Website: Nothing new to report
Trees: As a result of recent storms, there was a small redbud tree that was removed.
Insurance: Our current liability insurance policy for the HOA expires in August. Bill is currently investigating new bids and will report at the next meeting.  He also reported that there continues to be several homeowners who have not changed their personal insurance policies to go to HAKC, instead of to our HOA.  
Social:   No new business
Real Estate:  Karen Lee reported on real estate activity in our area. A discussion was had about sewer line insurance coverage. Karen is looking into coverage options.

Old Business: 
Retaining Wall behind Building 14: Bern reported that the retaining wall project is still delayed by the city’s storm sewer project. The engineering company is still assessing what needs to be done.

Annual Meeting Location: We are continuing to determine the most appropriate venue for our annual meeting and dinner in October.

New Business:
Ratification of committee actions and expenditures:  None

Bids for Trash Service: Bill reported that our contract will be up for renewal with our current trash company.  New bids will be collected. We are currently paying $15.40 per household per month.

LSTA Post Office Box: Bill reported that we are currently paying $232 per year for our PO Box at the Post Office. Our contract is due for renewal In September.  This will be discussed further as the renewal date comes closer, to see if we would recommend keeping the PO Box or letting it go, because we don’t get much mail coming through. The mail would then go directly to HAKC instead.

Vehicle Parking Issues: There was a discussion about vehicles not being allowed to park on the street for an extended period of time, or keeping disabled vehicles in the driveway. A letter was sent to a homeowner regarding vehicles that are in violation of our regulations.
Member comments: Bill led a discussion about how the board gets notified with contact information for new homeowners.  In a recent case, HAKC didn’t have all the contact information when Bill needed to contact someone regarding delinquent dues.  Bern said that when he sees properties for sale, he will contact the listing agent and will send our Welcome to the Neighborhood letter. Contact information can also be found by going online to the Johnson County website.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Cory, Secretary

