LEAWOOD SOUTH TOWNHOUSE ASSOCIATION
NEWSLETTER

JUNE 2025
NOTES FROM BERN WEINAND
Sewer Line Reminder:  Each building in our neighborhood has a shared sanitary sewer line among the residents of the building, before it connects to the city sewer line.  The sewer lines run under the basement floors of the units. Please do not throw/flush items into the sewer line that might clog the line, even if those items claim to be flushable. This means: no Kleenex, feminine hygiene products or other hygiene products i.e., wipes, etc., as they might clog the sewer line and cause a backup into someone’s basement.  Please share this information with all residents and guests in your home. Maintenance, repair, and replacement of the sewer line is the shared responsibility and expense of the unit owners within the building. You might be contacted by companies offering sewer line insurance coverage.  Before purchasing such insurance, please make sure that it covers multi-unit buildings with shared sewer lines.

Emergency Contacts:  Our Board of Directors maintains a confidential emergency contacts list for our residents. Please contact Mary Burgard if you would like to have your emergency contacts included on the list.  This list is available to the Board, only, and it is not published anywhere.

Our next Board of Directors meeting will be held at Cornerstone Presbyterian Church on July 10, 2025, at 6:30pm. All are welcome to attend.

SECRETARY’S REPORT – Anne Cory
The minutes of the May 8, 2025 board meeting appear at the end of this newsletter.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Bill Lundell

We are 7 months into our 2024-25 Fiscal Year Budget and our accounts are in good shape.  We are working on quotes for our Common Grounds Liability Coverage with numerous insurance companies that is due on August 4, 2025.
REMINDER:  If you have not signed up for automatic monthly withdrawals, please do so.  It saves the association postage and makes bookkeeping easier.

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE – Dale Silvius
Nothing new to report.
If you plan to make any changes to the exterior of your residence, including roofing, garage doors, driveways, patios, decks, painting and fencing, you must submit your plans to the Chair of the Architectural Committee for approval by the Board. Contact Dale Silvius at dale.silvius@gmail.com
DRAINAGE & RETAINING WALL  - Bern Weinand
Several residents have sought a better understanding of the retaining wall replacement project that has been reported in prior editions of the newsletter.  LSTA has large limestone retaining walls along the western perimeter of our neighborhood (behind Buildings 24, 14, 15, 18, 16, and 19 on the attached map).  Portions of the walls are failing and their replacement has been part of a long-term drainage and retaining wall project in our neighborhood.  Engineering studies were performed and a plan was developed several years ago.  The drainage portion of the project was completed a few years ago and the retaining wall replacement work began in the fall/winter of 2023.  The plan is to replace the existing limestone walls with interlocking concrete blocks.  That is a more permanent solution to the retaining wall issues.  Presently, the retaining wall replacement behind Building 24 has been completed.  Our next step is to replace the section of wall behind Building 14.

An underground City storm sewer line runs along the base of the retaining wall behind Building 14.  That storm sewer line is deteriorating and it needs repair or replacement.  The City will not give us permission to replace that section of the retaining wall until it figures out how it wants to address its storm sewer issues.  We have been dealing with the City on this issue for over one year and the City’s indecision has delayed our wall replacement project.  We are working with the City to resolve these issues and resume our wall replacement project.

LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE – Donna Calautti
If you plan to make any landscaping changes to your residence, you must submit your plans to the Chair of the Landscape Committee for approval by the Board.  Contact Donna Calautti at donnakflowers@gmail.com.
TREE COMMITTEE – Dale Silvius & Marcia Petersen
Mimi Stoltz requested her ash tree behind her house be inspected as she suspected it had a fungus or issues with the ash borer, even though it was treated last year.  I checked out the tree and it looked happy and healthy to me.  She agreed.
INSURANCE

Insurance verification of property insurance is required to be submitted to HA-KC each year.  It must include evidence that Leawood South Townhouse Association is named as an Additional Insured.  Please have your insurance agent send this to:


HA-KC


4200 Somerset Dr.


Prairie Village, KS  66208

SOCIAL COMMITTEE – Anne Cory & Judy Adair
Nothing to report.
TRASH LIAISON – Donna Calautti
The association has entered into a new trash collection contract with our current vendor, GFL. There are some changes to the service that will be provided.  One change involves large item trash collection.  Presently, homeowners can schedule a pickup of one large trash item at no charge.  Large items include household items that can be readily moved by two people, including mattresses, couches, box springs, chairs, dressers, desks, doors, windows, and other household furniture.  They do not include computers, monitors, electronics waste, appliances, hazardous waste, tires, auto parts, or construction materials.  Under the new contract, beginning in March of 2026, there will be a $50 charge per item for large item pickups. If you have large trash items you have been considering discarding, you should consider doing so before this coming March.
Please remember to bring your trash and recycling bins in on the day of collection.  They are not to be left outside overnight after collection.
LAWNS & SNOW – Bill Lundell & Marcia Petersen
Nothing to report.
REAL ESTATE – Karen Lee

Nothing to report.
WEBSITE – Mary Burgard & Karen Lee
Nothing new to report.
HA-KC LIAISON – Bill Lundell

Doug Luther is Executive Director of HA-KC. If you need to contact HA-KC, you may do so at dluther@ha-kc.org
COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS: 

If you have something you would like to sell (car, townhome, sofa, etc.) something you want to buy, a service you can provide (babysitting, lessons, painting, etc.), are having an estate sale, garage sale, lost pet, etc. you can post it in the newsletter.  Write your own “ad” and email it to Burgard.mary@yahoo,com or US Mail it to 2006 Condolea Drive. It must be received before the 25th of the month.
GENERAL COMMON AREAS:  The general common areas of our neighborhood although available for the use and enjoyment of the Unit Owners, are exclusively owned by the association.  General common areas are all areas outside of a residence that are not the driveway, walkway, patio, deck, fenced area or planting area immediately adjacent to the residence.  Unit Owners are not permitted to make any changes to the general common areas without first receiving written permission from the Board to do so. That includes alterations of fencing/patio/deck footprint, construction and removing, planting, or trimming trees, bushes or other plantings.  Unit Owners who make alterations to the common areas will not be reimbursed for their expenses and they might be liable for damages incurred as a result of their actions. f you feel that alterations should be made to the general common areas, please contact the Landscape Committee.
BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE for 2024-2025:
July 10, 2025

September 11, 2025

October 22, 2025
Annual Dinner Meeting
November 13, 2025

Our Board meetings are held at Cornerstone Church, 13300 Kenneth Road, Leawood, KS  66209 and begin at 6:30pm unless otherwise indicated.  Please save this schedule of 2025 Board Meetings and please post these dates to your calendar or refrigerator.  The board encourages all members to attend these meetings.
LEAWOOD SOUTH TOWNHOUSE ASSOCIATION

MINUTES of the May 8, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting

The Leawood South Townhouse Association bi-monthly Board of Directors meeting was held at the Cornerstone Church in Leawood, Kansas.

Present: President Bern Weinand,  Vice-President Dale Silvius, Secretary Anne Cory, and Treasurer Bill Lundell,   Directors Marcia Petersen and Judy Adair were present.  Mary Burgard attended by phone and Donna Calautti and  Karen Lee were excused.  Members Marilyn Suman, John Mehlin, and Kris Whitaker were present. With a quorum established, the meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by President Bern Weinand.  He asked if there were any additions or deletions to the Agenda. Bill asked for a discussion on dues increase.  This will be discussed under the Financial report.There was a motion to approve the agenda (Dale), a second to the motion followed (Judy), and the Agenda was approved. Bern then called for a motion to ratify the prior approval of the Minutes of the March Board of Directors Meeting as written.  The motion was made (Bill), a second to the motion followed (Judy), and the Minutes were approved.

Committee Reports:

Financial: Bill reported that the budget is in good shape. The invoice was received for the snow removal for this past winter, which was $5670. We ended the season $1580 below the snow budget. There may need to be a dues increase, starting in October. If this action is approved, it will be due to a substantial increase in trash removal costs after this year and the cost of having additional lawn maintenance done. (aeration and seeding).  We also are waiting to see what the wall repair behind Building 14 will cost. We will discuss these issues further at the July meeting. There was discussion about the expense of the wall repair job and the plans for future wall repairs moving forward, which are documented. Discussion continued about making sure that the information is clearly communicated to our members, should a decision to increase monthly dues is made.

Architectural:  Nothing new

Landscaping:  Marsha reported for Donna that she had received a request from a homeowner to replace three dead plants with the same plants that were there before.  Since this was not new landscaping, board approval was not necessary to complete the work.
Drainage/Retaining Wall:  See “Old Business”
Lawns and Snow: The lawn company has completed two pre-emergent applications.

Website: Mary reported that she will be getting copies of the new directory made. She will send out an email to the HOA, asking members to submit to her any changes for the directory .It was recommended to add HOA forms (Architecture/Landscaping, Tree requests) to the website for easy access by members. There was a discussion about the Emergency Contact Form. Bern will add a notice in the next newsletter, asking residents to make sure their emergency contact information is submitted to Anne Cory, if they wish to share that information.
Trees: Nothing new
Insurance: Our current liability insurance policy for the HOA grounds expires in August. Bill is currently investigating new bids, and will report at the July meeting. 
Social:   Judy made a request for members to contact her with ideas for future social events.
Real Estate:  Nothing new was reported

Old Business: 
*Retaining Wall behind Building 14: Bern reported that the retaining wall project is still delayed by the city’s storm sewer project.  He has had discussions with the city company, but he has not seen the plans yet as to what they believe needs to be done.

*Annual Meeting Location: Judy reported that she checked several restaurants in the area, looking for a location for our October 22nd annual dinner and meeting.  Judy and Anne requested that we have our meeting and dinner at  The Country Club of Leawood.  Steve Faltermeier, who is a homeowner in our HOA, was able to offer a good price for dinner, as well as a beautiful setting. There was a consensus to contact Steve to confirm our reservation.

* Trash Service Update: Bill reported that our contract is due for renewal with our current trash company, GFL.  We are currently paying $18,400 a year, and the new proposed contract is $29,000 for a five year contract. This bid was more reasonable than other bids. They will begin charging $50 per bulk item pickup. Bill made a motion to accept the new contract for GFL.  There was a second to the motion, followed by unanimous approval.

*LSTA Post Office Box: Bill reported that we are currently paying $234 per year for our PO Box at the Post Office. Our contract is due for renewal In September.  He reported that we receive very little mail, and the mail we currently receive could go directly to HAKC instead. Therefore, he made a motion to not renew our contract for the POBox. There was a second to the motion, followed by unanimous approval.

*Vehicle Parking Issues: The previous problem has been resolved.

New Business:
*Ratification of committee actions and expenditures:  None

    *Tree Replacement at 2010-2012 Condolea Drive- Bern asked for a motion to ratify the previous approval to replace the tree between 2010 and 2012 Condolea Drive, which will include a warranty. There was a second to the motion, followed by unanimous approval.
^Development of a Fine System:  A discussion was had about a fine system for violation of the declarations. No action was taken.
Member comments:  Marilyn Suman commented that there are a lot of tree limbs/branches being thrown back in the commons area between Buildings 21 and 22. She also said that the terrace in the common area between Buildings 21 and 22 is eroding.  The lawn company will be contacted about these issues. She also feels that it would be helpful to have a “no outlet” sign at the entrance to Condolea Circle.  Marsha will contact the city about this issue.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Cory, Secretary
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